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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Fallbrook, California
January 2008

Dear St. John's Episcopal Church,

The world needs a new vision. Critics of the war in Irag clamor for a Vision
of how we can extricate ourselves honorably from this bloody conflict. All of us look
at the challenge of terrorism and long for a vision, a cure for this deadly
scourge. People of conscience look at our public healthcare system and cry for a
new vision of how to care for the uninsured. Scientists look at the troubling signs
of rising global temperatures and hope for a vision of how to stave off a potential
crisis. Many of us long for a vision that will again unite us as a people. This vision
thing is very important. Some of us get bogged down in a sea of guilt and re-
gret. Others feel something is missing from our lives. If only we could see some-
thing that we haven't seen before. The Magi were searching for something real
too. Something that would transform their lives. God loves searchers! It is very
appropriate that we members of this faith Community called St. John's Episcopal
Church should begin a new year with an epiphany, a new way of seeing, a vision,
an image of what our part of the world in Fallbrook, CA can be, of what our lives
can be. Like the magi of old, we need to open our minds, stretch our imaginations.

There is Epiphany! Seeing life with new eyes. Vision. Seeing in the world new
possibilities.

That is what | wish for each of us this day. The magi came searcing. Their
search took them on a journey of faith. When they found the newborn king they
offered him gifts, gifts that represented the best that was in them. This is the kind
of vision we need as we begin this New Year -- a vision to build new lives and a
new world right where we are.

Your friend and fellow Searcher in Christ,

Father Wayne+

The Rev. Canon Wayne F. Sanders

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU
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WARDEN'S WORDS

| am not musically inclined. In fact, my only claim to fame in music is
that Sir Paul McCartney (the former Beatle) and | share the same birthday,
June 18. Actually, Paul and | have a lot in common. Neither of us can read
music.

If | was a great singer, however, | would sing you my rendition of the
current country-western hit, “I'm a Lucky Man.” In this song, a man counts
all of the common but important things he has to be thankful for in life and
sings the refrain, “God’s given me a pretty fair hand.” | love this verse be-
cause it reminds me that God has also given me a “pretty fair hand” and
that | should be grateful for it.

Now, if | were to look over the cards that God has dealt me in life, |
would have to say that one of the “aces” is the people of St. John’s Episco-
pal Church, Fallbrook. Looking back over 2007, | simply marvel at how
generous, talented and helpful you are to one another. Were it not for the
wonderful Vestry and congregation with which | work, my card as Senior
Warden is likely to have been the one | would like to toss back to the
dealer (God) for a new one. | thank you all!

As we enter 2008, let us resolve to continue our progress as a
church family. If we remain faithful to our work of building up our little cor-
ner of God’s Kingdom, | know that He will continue to guide and strengthen
us. Keep your ideas coming. Your Vestry thrives on the inspiration of God’s
people at St. John’s.

Taken from the Collect for the First Sunday After Christmas, and | think it is
very appropriate here:

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate

Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth
in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
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A while ago a member of our parish asked me, “What am | sup-
posed to do with this prayer list? | mean it kindly, but | really want to
know.”

Well, there is no “supposed to” in prayer; it's a private matter
between you and God. But | gave her my ideas, and then asked around
as to how other people responded to the weekly prayer list. A few dili-
gent souls went down the list name by name every day and asked God
for healing for each person. Others incorporated it as a whole in their
morning (or evening) prayers by simply lifting those folks who are in
trouble all together up to the Lord. And some just looked the list over
for news of people they knew and made special appeals for them, as well
as phoning or sending cards to express their concern. The most unusual,
and sensible, use of the prayer list was the practice of a member who
posted it on her bathroom mirror so that she could pray for the sick
while she did her hair and makeup for the day. And one dear soul told
me she tucks the folded list into her blouse so it rests next to her
heart all day.

All of these are the “right” ways to respond, even just holding
that piece of paper (or email message) in your mind for a moment or
two when it arrives. But it is important, as Jesus showed us, to have
faith when you pray that these folks can be healed—perhaps not always
in the manner that you visualize, but in the way that is best for them in
God'’s plan.

--In His Love,

Patty Campbell
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